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NEWNHAM ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
held in the Village Hall  

on Monday 20 May 2024 at 7:00pm 
 

Parish Councillors Present:  Cllrs Debbie Bastin, Steve Gray, Gary Hammersley (Chair), Val 
Reynolds 
 
WNC: Cllr Rupert Frost  Clerk to the Parish Council: Elaine Gibbon 
 
Seven villagers attended 
 
Reports presented: 
 

 Parish Council - Gary Hammersley (Overview & Financial) 
 

 Unitary Council (Ward presentation) - Cllr Rupert Frost 
 

 Newnham Primary School - Cllr Debbie Bastin on behalf of Sol Johnson, Headteacher 
 

 FONS (Friends of Newnham School) - Hayley Kellet (Chair) supported by Claire Clarke 
(Vice Chair) & Nina Lambeth 
 

 Newnham Girl Guides - Janet Ashwell, Guide leader 
 

 St Michael & All Angels Church - Mary Wood, Churchwarden 
 

 Newnham W.I. - Sophie Huckstep 
 

 Newnham Book Club - Fiona Walton 
 

 Newnham Bell Ringers - James Millsop 
 

 Newnham History Society - Jacqueline Minor  
 

 Village Hall Committee - Debbie Crossan (Chair) & Bill Gibbon – Upgrade Works 
 

 Newnham Allotment Society - Joan Ferguson 
 
*All reports except the Allotment Society, Bell Ringers & History Society will be posted on the 
website 

 
*Allotment Society  
Joan Ferguson informed the meeting that this society was established in 2012 and all allotment plots are 
taken, with 2 people on the waiting list. The plots are all worked in different ways and to differing degrees. 
Joan said they all aim to be ‘green’; the use of pesticides is strictly forbidden and certain parts of the 
allotments are left as wildflower areas. Sometimes surplus vegetables will be left by the gate for villagers to 
help themselves.  
 
 
*Bell Ringers 
James Millsopp thanked the community for allowing the bellringing to continue. He suggested that by 
switching nights, an improvement in numbers may result. 
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*History Society 
Jacqueline Minor said that the aim of the society is to investigate, preserve and share history and 
knowledge about Newnham and surrounding area.  
 
The society was constituted last year which has meant that Gift Aid can be reclaimed on donations and an 
annual charge of £5 per member per year may be levied. There is an executive committee and a quarterly 
newsletter is produced (by Judith Dorkins).  
 
Jacqueline expressed gratitude to the church for allowing talks to be held there; these have included talks 
by Graham McKechnie (BBC Northampton Sports Editor & Saints Club Historian) and Rebecca Shawcross 
(Senior Curator at Northampton Shoe Museum). Last year the society organised a history trail ‘treasure 
hunt’ around the village which, despite the downpour, was well attended. A keenly anticipated forthcoming 
event is a rare opportunity for members to take a look ‘behind the scenes’ at Canons Ashby – and Graham 
McKechnie will be returning to speak later in the year.  
 
Work is underway to complete the telephone kiosk project - which is now a cultural resource – and long 
term aims include constructing a series of information boards around the village (which will be compatible 
with a smartphone) and to create a digital archive. 
 
 
 

COMMENTS / OBSERVATIONS 
 

1. Praise was given for being such an active village and especially for the continuing incredible work 
done by Janet Ashwell with the Guides.  Her annual programme is nothing short of awe-inspiring.  

 
2. WNC Cllr Rupert Frost invited people to contact him by email with any WNC related concerns and 

he would aim to respond within 48 hours.  
 

3. Bad/dangerous parking in the village is a continuing concern. Debbie Crossan said that parking on 
the junction is dire. Cllr Hammersley has met with Sol Johnson (Headteacher) and the Police 
Community Support Officer (PCSO). Mr Johnson has voiced apologies on behalf of the offending 
drivers.  
 

4. Speeding in the village is also an ongoing concern. Jackie Minor suggested asking the council to 
impose a 20mph speed limit along School Hill. Cllr Hammersley has asked to borrow a mobile 
speed camera and will set this up along School Hill and monitor. He will then report back to Mr 
Johnson. 
 

5. It was agreed that it is a good idea to get the church involved as much as possible in village events 
as it could then be viewed as enhancing community use and engagement and increase eligibility for 
a grant. The downside of using the church is no lavatories but this could be overcome by using the 
Village Hall facilities. 
 

6. Considering ‘No Mow May’ was raised as a means of improving environmental performance. 
 
 

OPEN FORUM 
 
Sharing and Coordinating - Cllr Hammersley emphasised the importance of recognising how important 
and valued volunteering is. He thanked everyone who currently volunteers and said that he is genuinely 
impressed with the breadth and volume of voluntary work in evidence.  He said we should identify and 
share where there are potential benefits and overlaps, e.g., church community usage and sharing facilities 
with the Village Hall.  
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On the topic of sharing, the proposed new community village website will be a great asset to the village and 
Cllr Hammersley extended thanks to Rachael Shenton who has put in a lot of hours researching this. The 
internet in the Village Hall (which was provided and paid for by the Parish Council) has also benefitted the 
Guides, as mentioned in Janet’s report, proving useful for research, helping them to complete various skills 
builders and unit meeting activities. 
 
Cllr Hammersley proposed holding another parish meeting in the autumn - around the time when the Parish 
Council is budget setting.  
 
Jackie Minor highlighted the fact that there are a lot of people within Newnham who do not know what is 
going on (but would likely benefit from that knowledge) and suggested a way of addressing this would be to 
set out stalls manned by volunteers from every village group. This would serve the dual purpose of raising 
awareness and stimulating people’s interest.  It was suggested that a beneficial time to do this would be at 
Music on the Green as that is arguably the time when maximum Newnham villagers are gathered together 
in one space. (Parish Council to follow this up with VHC) 
 
 
WILDFLOWER AREAS – Janet Ashwell expressed disappointment at the recent strimming of a bank of 
wildflower planting as well as the unnecessary cutting down of a tree on the playing field. 
She said she would like to see a designated area for wild flowers. 
 
 
PLAYGROUND / PLAYING FIELD – Cllr Hammersley acknowledged that that there is no equipment 
suitable for young teenagers on the playing field but explained that we are limited by virtue of the fact that it 
is the school who holds the (long) lease on the playing field and the Parish Council only have a short lease 
of the immediate area where the play equipment is. Cllr Hammersley and the FoNS representatives 
recognised that this is an area for a possible joint project.  


