NEWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman – Gary Hammersley  chair@newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Clerk – Kevin Carr  clerk@newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk        

Council Update
  
The Council met on the 7th July. The main discussion items were speed reduction on roads through the village, a survey about communications, tackling flood risks, street lighting and the playground.
Before I summarise the discussion at the meeting, I would like to thank all those involved in organising Music on the Green on 12th July. As always, it was well organised, well promoted and the presence of many local organisations, combined with excellent music and a beautiful summer evening made it a special event. It’s an event which we, residents of Newnham, take for granted as a fixture of the annual calendar, but so many villages would love the opportunity to get together, socialise and enjoy great live music – for free!! Thanks again to the Village Hall Management Committee who organised it. 
Back to the meeting - we discussed speed reduction options around the village. The Weedon Road speed indicator has been repaired and returned, and I fear it will continue to record speeds in excess of 90mph approaching the Mounts Lane/Poets Way junction. We continue to explore ways of reducing speeds here, but we also agreed to explore the introduction of an advisory 20mph zone within the village.    
We agreed to conduct a door-to-door survey of how people prefer to be communicated with. At the moment, we promote events or share information via websites, the Link, noticeboards and Facebook but we don’t know what medium people would prefer or what is most effective. By the time you read this, you should have been contacted by a Parish Councillor asking what would be best for you.
We discussed flood prevention works on Badby Road. The drainage team at West Northants Council have indicated that they will do some clearance work to improve the drains and flow of flood water around the Badby Road and Westbrook area in July.
We are responsible for the operation and maintenance of the street lights in the village. A rolling programme of replacing the bulbs was agreed in order to spread the significant cost evenly over multiple financial years. 
Something we are not responsible for is footpaths and stiles, but the latter is something which several residents have complained about. Consequently, we have contacted West Northants Council about replacing some of the high and unstable stiles with more user-friendly alternatives. Watch this space!
In June, the external inspection of the play area took place. Other than some recommendations to address wear and tear, the play equipment was given a clean bill of health. The report also made recommendations relating to the fencing, stile and notices around the playing field. One point they highlighted is that exercising dogs is forbidden due to the site being a sports field and an area for children for to play in.
A quick reminder – we have a vacancy for a new Councillor. If you’re interested, please feel free to contact myself or the Parish Clerk.
The minutes of this meeting, together with all minutes and agendas, are available on the Council website newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk.
   
The next Parish Council Meeting is Monday 1st September, starting at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.
