NEWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman – Gary Hammersley  chair@newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Clerk – Kevin Carr  clerk@newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk        

Council Update
  
The Council met on the 3rd November. It was a broad agenda, covering updates on the ongoing flood prevention issue, church path maintenance, Christmas Music on the Green, stiles, the grass mowing contract and the path from Coronation Road to the playing field. 
We are becoming increasingly frustrated by the lack of clarity from West Northants Council regarding the work to prevent a repeat of the flooding we experienced this time last year. Despite our regular lobbying, combined with the efforts of our ward councillors, we are still not clear what work is scheduled. We will continue to lobby and escalate as necessary in order to get the work done. Whilst it is not an alternative to the works we want to see, it would reduce the risks of surface flooding if drains are kept clear of leaf build-up. With the trees in the centre of the village, we are prone to heavy leaf fall at this time of the year, resulting in drains being covered and therefore unable to take surface water away. If you are able to check the drain near you and clear it of leaves, it will help to avoid this situation.
In response to residents’ requests, we have been clearing leaves from the path between the churchyard and Mounts Lane. This path traditionally gets very slushy and slippery as the leaves rot, and the path becomes dangerous so to mitigate this, this year we are clearing the leaves each week during the Autumn. Whilst it may be a losing battle at times, it will prevent the build up and associated slippery surface.
We continue to explore how we can improve access around the footpaths which surround the village. We are looking to change some stiles for kissing gates, in conjunction with relevant landowners.
We are currently making arrangements for this year’s Christmas Music on the Green. It will take place in the late afternoon of the 20th December, outside the Romer, with carols, mince pies and mulled wine.
Also, in response to residents’ requests, we spread gravel on the path from Coronation Road to the playing field in order to make this footpath safer.
The current three year contract for grass mowing comes to an end this year. We are reviewing the specification for the contract and will be tendering the work in the New Year.
In September, we sent out our first Parish Council news email. This initiative was set up to help residents stay up to date with what is happening in the village through a regular email. Only half of the residents who signed up to receive this have activated their email invitation, so if you haven’t heard from us yet, please check your spam folders. Look for an email from the Zoho Team, inviting you to join a distribution list. Accept the invitation. If you wish to join the mailing list, email clerk@newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk.
Finally, the usual reminder – we have a vacancy for a new Councillor. If you’re interested, please feel free to contact myself or the Parish Clerk.
The next Parish Council Meeting is Monday 1st December, starting at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. The agenda for this meeting, together with all minutes and agendas, is available on the Council website newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk  
