NEWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman – Gary Hammersley  chair@newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Clerk – Kevin Carr  clerk@newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk        

Council Update
  
At the Council’s last meeting on the 1st December the agenda covered updates on the ongoing flood prevention issue, church path maintenance, Christmas Music on the Green, the grass mowing contract, the budget for 2026-27 and a games area project on the playing field. 
We finally have some good news to report regarding drainage works on Badby Road. Following extensive lobbying by the Parish Council and our WNC Councillors Rupert Frost and Charlie Hastie, the planned work has been carried out, so hopefully this will avoid a repeat of the flooding in November 2024. In addition, we had a great response to our request to clear leaves from gulleys with many residents taking part and some enthusiastically clearing blocked drains and ditches around the village. 
In response to residents’ requests, we cleared leaves from the path between the churchyard and Mounts Lane. This path traditionally gets very slushy and slippery when the leaves rot, and the path becomes dangerous, so to mitigate this, we cleared the leaves periodically, which prevented the surface becoming as slippery. Going forwards we will explore an alternative form of surface which is safer to walk on.
At the time of writing we are making arrangements for this year’s Christmas Music on the Green. The song sheets are ready, as are the mince pies and the mulled wine is warming, so I hope the event is enjoyed by lots of residents as part of their Christmas celebrations. On the Christmas theme, we put lights in another tree around the Green this year and bought some new lights for the tree in the Church porch (thanks to Piers for decorating the porch tree). 
The current three-year contract for grass mowing comes to an end this year. We have produced a slightly revised specification for the contract and are discussing the work with several interested contractors.
We had an initial meeting with the Primary School to explore the feasibility of installing a joint use, multi-purpose games area on the playing field. This would be available for use by the school during the day and by residents at other times. This type of facility could be used for activities such as football, basketball, tennis and netball. It is very early days, and there are many more stages to this project including attracting external funding but the first stage is obtaining permission from the landowner, West Northants Council, to proceed with the scheme.   
We finalised the budget for 2026-27. The amount we will be collecting through the Parish precept (the Parish element of the Community Charge) will not change for the next financial year.  
A reminder, if you wish to join the Parish Council email list, email clerk@newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk.
Finally, the usual reminder – we have a vacancy for a new Councillor. If you’re interested, please feel free to contact myself or the Parish Clerk.
The next Parish Council Meeting is Monday 5th January, starting at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. The agenda for this meeting, together with all minutes and agendas, is available on the Council website newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk  
