NEWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman – Gary Hammersley  chair@newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Clerk – Kevin Carr  clerk@newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk        

Council Update
  
The Council met on the 1st of October. As well as the standard agenda items, updates were discussed on the ongoing flood prevention issue, the Parish Council News email, Remembrance Day events and the maintenance of the Village Hall. 
We have been informed by West Northants Council that the remaining flood prevention work is due to take place by the end of October. We will monitor this and if necessary, continue to lobby the relevant WNC departments to ensure that every effort is made to prevent further flooding to residents’ homes.  
In September, we sent out our first Parish Council news email. This initiative was set up to help residents stay up to date with what is happening in the village through a regular PC email. Over 140 people have now signed up to receive this; however, so far only half have activated their email invitation, so if you haven’t heard from us yet, please check your spam folders. If you wish to join the mailing list, you can do so by emailing clerk@newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk.
As part of the village Remembrance Day commemorations, a second ‘Tommy Statue’ has been purchased by the Parish Council. This will be placed by the War Memorial in readiness for Remembrance Sunday along with a commemorative wreath. The other Tommy Statue is permanently situated outside the recently refurbished Bus Shelter on the Village Green and the large poppies displayed last year will also be placed on the lampposts around the village. 
The Chair of the Village Hall Committee attended the meeting to share plans for much needed improvements to the building. The Village Hall is a charity run by volunteers who work hard to keep the hall available for the many different groups and events in Newnham. The main hall is in desperate need of redecoration to make it a modern and attractive space for events, and the toilets require a full refurbishment. The income received from bookings and through fundraising events, such as the 200 Club and the recent Garage Sale, just about cover the ongoing running costs, so additional funds are needed to deliver any improvements to the building. The Council recognise that the Village Hall is an important village asset and will look what support might be available. 
Finally, the usual reminder – we have a vacancy for a new Councillor. If you’re interested, please feel free to contact myself or the Parish Clerk.
The next Parish Council Meeting is Monday 3rd November, starting at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. The agenda for this meeting, together with all minutes and agendas, is available on the Council website newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk  
