NEWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL
Chairman – Gary Hammersley  chair@newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk
Clerk – Kevin Carr  clerk@newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk        

Council Update
  
After the August break, there was a long list of items to review and update at the September meeting. Tackling flood risks was the major item, with others including street lighting, church path maintenance, 20mph advisory zone, communications and the grass mowing contract. 
As autumn approaches and with it, the likelihood of increased rainfall, we discussed the WNC response to last year’s flooding with West Northants Councillor Charlie Hastie. Many of the actions we have requested and lobbied for have not been completed but Councillor Hastie listened to our concerns and committed to follow them up with the relevant officers. Since then, there has been some drain clearance work so hopefully the other work will be completed. Thanks to Gary Niblett for continuing to lobby on the village’s behalf.
We agreed a programme of street light replacement and maintenance – thanks to Debbie Bastin for the research and liaison with the street lighting provider.
We also agreed a maintenance programme to keep the church path clearer of leaves over the autumn period, to avoid the build-up of mulch which becomes slippery and potentially dangerous to people using the path between the church and Mounts Lane.
In conjunction with WNC Highways, we are in the process of introducing a 20mph advisory zone in the village. We are aware that many drivers exceed 30mph as they drive into the village, so it is hoped that the 20mph advisory signs will encourage drivers to slow down as they drive through the village. We continue to explore options for slowing traffic on the Weedon Road as you approach the junction with Mounts Lane.   
Further to the consultation work done over the summer regarding communications, we are now ready to send the first email to Village Email Group. This will enable us to share important village news via a monthly update from the Parish Council. To date, over 140 households have indicated that they would like to be on this mailing list. If you haven’t yet signed up for this, you can do so by emailing clerk@newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk. 
This is the third year of the contract with the company which does the mowing of the grassed areas in the village. Over the winter we will be reviewing the specification for grass cutting and strimming and market-testing the contract in preparation for next year.
The Auditor has given our accounts and financial management processes a clean bill of health. They did recommend that we formalise the appointment of our not-so-new Parish Clerk, Kevin Carr. Kevin is applying himself to this crucial role for the Council really well and we are delighted to appoint him to the position on a permanent basis.
Finally, the usual reminder – we have a vacancy for a new Councillor. If you’re interested, please feel free to contact myself or the Parish Clerk.
The next Parish Council Meeting is Monday 6th October, starting at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. The agenda for this meeting, together with all minutes and agendas, is available on the Council website newnhamparishcouncil.gov.uk  
