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These are the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
which was held on 6th July 2026 in Newnham Village Hall

Present: Parish Councillors:	Cllrs G. Hammersley, G. Niblett, T.Collins, R. Levin, D.Bastin, J.Astle, S.Shenton
	 C.Hastie, (WNC) 
	
Present: Residents: None		Clerk: K.Carr
	Item No
	Business

	Responsible

	01.07.26
	To Receive and Approve Apologies for Absence
	

	
	Cllr. P.Bannerman
Cllr. R.Frost 
 The reasons for absence were approved 

	

	02.07.26
	Declarations of Interest for Items on the Agenda
	

	
	None.

	

	03.07.26
	To Approve and Sign the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st June 2026
	

	
	On a proposal by Cllr. Astle and seconded by Cllr. Niblett, the Minutes were approved and signed by Cllr. Hammersley.

	

	4.07.26
	Public Time (3 minutes per speaker)
	

	
	A Village resident presented a potential flood warning system. It works using Radar to monitor water levels in the stream, sending details to an app on a regular basis. Each unit costs between £400-£500 and the running cots would be between £15-£20 per month.

The system only notifies one phone, so a WhatsApp group for the main houses affect by flooding could be set up. It is also possible to set up the system in other villages to monitor there levels as well (e, Badby, Weedon).

Cllr Hastie provided an update regarding Kier, the road contractor, in relation to repairs and road problems.

Cllr Hastie to contact Assistant director of Assets re finishing any outstanding work in the village.

Cllr Hastie also reported that the WNC was investigating the possibility of Parish Councils taking on responsibility for local maintenance work with an allocated Budget.
	













Cllr.Hastie

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	5.07.26
	Correspondence & Ad Hoc items
	

	
	
	

	
	a) Action Log – the action log was reviewed and updated:
	Chair


	
	b) Street Lighting
It was agreed to replace four street lights in 2026-27 at a cost of £2108.40 (inc. VAT)
	
Cllr Bastin

	
	c) Village Boundary
No further update
	

	
	      d) Grant For Speed Indicator Device (SID) 
Existing Speed Indicator Devises are out of Warranty so it was agreed to take the application for the grant forward.
	

	
	d) Footpaths and Stiles 
To be updated at September meeting
	Cllrs Hammersley/Shenton

	
	e) Good Neighbourhood Scheme
A WhatsApp has been set up called “Friends of Newnham” and it was felt this was adequate for the village’s requirement. To be taken off future agendas.
	

	
	f) Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) 
	

	
	An e-mail has been received from WNC Estates department to say, the council has no objection in principle to the proposal, but the school is operated by the David Ross Education Trust so the Trust needs to provide permission to use the area.
There is a license to occupy part of the field, although this only relates to the part of the field currently used for play equipment and not the whole field.
Cllr. Frost to set up a call with the Trust and Assistant Director of Assets, to understand the issues.
	







Cllr Frost

	
	g) Village Hall Assistance
Cllr. Shenton volunteered to attend the Village Hall meetings
	
Cllr Shenton

	
	h) Post Box
Cllr. Hammersley to discuss with the Chair of Village Hall Committee where to put the Post box.
	
Cllr Hammersley

	
	i) Burial Ground Repairs
	

	
	Parish council to make people aware of unsafe Gravestones, by putting signs on the Notice Board.
	
Cllr. Niblett

	
	j) Handyman Issues
All Previous repairs complete. New jobs quoted for and agreed:
I. Cleaning of Playground Equipment
II. Refit Village sign on Staverton Road
III. Wet Lane Vegetation
IV. Spray footpath at Church

It was agreed to remove the planters that need repairing. Cllr. Niblett to arrange with Handyman

There have been issues with the Mowing Contractor 
certain areas have not been mowed. It was agreed the Parish Council would provide a check list to the contractor to sign off each visit.

	








Cllr Niblett



Cllr Niblett

	
	k) Quote for repair to church Wall (Ownership)
It is difficult to identify ownership without visiting the Land Registry. It was agreed to talk to the resident who may have part ownership of the wall.

	


Cllr Levin

	06.07.26
	Review of Policies:
	

	
	The Data Breach Policy was accepted by the Council and Adopted.
	Clerk


	
	
	

	
	
	

	07.07.26
	Financial
	

	
	a) Bank Balance at 30tht  June 2026 was £59,283.28 of which £41,325.74 is held in the interest-bearing account.

	

	
	b) On a proposal by Cllr Shenton and seconded by Cllr Astle the payment of invoices on the invoice schedule were approved. 

Payments to be checked against the invoice schedule in the minutes and then authorised by Cllr Hammersley.

It was agreed Cllr Collins should investigate a cheaper Broadband charge

	




Cllr Hammersley

Cllr Collins

	
	c) Monies received since last meeting: 
Bank Interest £215.87

	

	
	d) To Review Q1 spend 2026
The Cost summary for Q1 was presented to the Council showing an underspend of £3,175. This is mainly due to the flat phasing of the Budget throughout the year.

	


	
	e) To Agree the Bank Reconciliation
The Bank Reconciliation was presented by the clerk and agreed and signed off by the Chair.

	

	
	f) To Review Reserves
The Reserves Statement was presented by the Clerk. It was agreed not to change any reserves at this stage in the financial year.

	

	
	g) Revised Electricity Tariff
A comparison schedule of Electricity Rates (Fixed for 3) years was presented. The lowest was Conrad Energy. The clerk agreed to review these rates against the current supplier.

	

Clerk

	
	h) Business Rates
The Clerk reported the Parish Council has received an invoice for Business Rates for the Burial Ground. Previously these costs were offset by a transitional relief that has now stopped.

It was agreed while the council pay current bills the Clerk would investigate challenging the current rate applied.
	





Clerk

	
	
	

	
	
	

	8.07.26
	Communications
a) Communications update
Newsletter to be published in July

b) Parish Information Update 
The Newnham Information Leaflet had been circulated and it was agreed it was a very good leaflet. To be circulated round the village

c) Music on the Green
It was agreed that the Parish Council should have a stall at the Music on the Green event to provide information to include a quiz about the village. Councillors to submit quiz questions.
	

Cllr Astle/Bastin




Cllr Astle



All

	
	
	

	
	
	

	9.07.26
	Planning
	

	
	(a) Applications: 
  Removal of Sycamore and replace at Rambler Cottage – no objection    


	
	(b) Decisions: 
     No decisions since date of last meeting

	
	
	

	10.07.26
	Health & Safety 
	

	
	(a) Burial Ground
 No Issues to report
	


	
	(b) Play Area – All issues identified by the ROSPA inspection have been addressed.
	

	
	(c) Defibrillator check – defibrillators are in good working order. 

	

	
	
	

	11.07.26
	Items for the next meeting
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	12.07.26
	Date of next meeting
	

	
	Monday 7th September 2026 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall. 

	










6th July 2026 MEETING -  SCHEDULE OF INVOICES 
(a) Approve payment of the following invoices:

	
	Payee

	Details
	Amount
	VAT
	Total
	Stat.Power

	B/P
	Shield Maintenance Ltd
	Dog Bin Collection June
	26.00
	5.20
	31.20
	LGA 72 – S.111

	B/P
	L.C Hedging
	Grass Cutting 10 June
	365.00
	78.00
	438.00
	OSA 1906 - Secs 10 & 15 & LGA 1972 – S.111


	B/P
	L.C Hedging
	Grass Cutting 24 June
	365.00
	78.00
	438.00
	OSA 1906 - Secs 10 & 15 & LGA 1972 – S.111


	B/P
	NVH
	Meeting April
	16.00
	
	16.00
	LGA 72 – S.111

	B/P
	NVH
	Meeting July
	16.00
	
	16.0
	LGA 72 – S.111

	B/P
	Play Safely
	Inspection Playground
	83.00
	16.60
	99.60
	LGA 72 – S.111

	B/P
	
	
	
	
	
	

	B/P
	K Carr
	Clerk June
	397.60
	
	397.60
	LGA 72 – S.111

	B/P
	Bartora
	Defib check
	45.00
	
	45.00
	LGA 72 – S.111

	B/P
	G.Niblett
	Gate Posts
	15.53
	3.11
	18.64
	LGA 72 – S.111

	B/P
	G.Niblett
	Signs
	7.94
	1.59
	9.53

	LGA 72 – S.111

	B/P
	R.Haynes
	Handyman
	250.00
	
	250.00
	LGA 72 – S.111

	B/P
	Wave
	Water Rates burial Ground
	20.12
	
	20.12
	LGA 72 – S.111




(b) Direct Debits, Standing Orders & regular monthly payments:

	[bookmark: _Hlk186627814]
	Payee

	Details
	Amount
	VAT
	Total
	Stat.Power

	S/O
	YU Energy
	Electric May
	68.52
	3.43
	71.95
	LGA 72 – Sec 111


	D/D
	IONOS
	Internet May
	18.00
	3.60
	21.60
	LGA 72 – Sec 111

	Information comms
	Data Protection
	47.00
	
	47.00
	LGA 72 – S.111
	LGA72 - Sec111
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